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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 09548 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CF, US 

SUBJECT: GERMAN PRESS REPORT ON NORMALIZATION OF US- 
CONGOLESE RELATIONS 

REF: BONN 9536 

1 . AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING THIS AFTERNOON WITH AMBASS- 
ADOR SCHAUFELE, FRG STATE SECRETARY VAN WELL WAS HANDED 
PRESS RELEASE FROM REUTERS WHICH STATED US-CONGOLESE RE- 
LATIONS WOULD RESUME JUNE 7. VAN WELL, CLEARLY EM- 
BARRASSED BY LEAK, DISCLAIMED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF WHO RE- 
SPONSIBLE. 

2. FOREIGN OFFICE SUBSEQUENTLY EXPLAINED THAT AFTER 
PRO FORMA SPEECHES WITH NO MENTION OF NORMALIZATION OF 
US-CONGOLESE RELATIONS BY EITHER VAN WELL OR FOREIGN 
MINISTER OBENGA, OBENGA TOOK MICROPHONE AND STATED RELA- 
TIONS WOULD RESUME AS OF JUNE 7. OBENGA APPARENTLY 
UNAWARE THAT PRESS PRESENT AT LUNCHEON. 
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